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The advice offered in this advertorial column is intended for informational purposes only. Use of this column is
not intended to replace or substitute any professional, financial, medical, legal, or other professional advice.

legal matters
Q

a
I am self-represented and the trial is soon approaching.
Why should I retain Jaskot Family Law Barristers to do my family law trial?

Although family law
proceedings are case
managed by the Court
from an early stage in
the proceedings to help
parties narrow issues
andcometoaresolution,
failing a resolution the
final step of the process
is trial. A family law trial
will dealwith significant
aspects of your life,
including parent ing
issues, child support,
spousal support and/or
property division. You
are leaving all of the
issues in the hands of a judge to decide your fate.

The trial process is governed by rules of evidence,
rules of procedure and case law, all of which
bind the Court in its decision making. The trial
judge is duty bound to make a decision within
this tightly defined and narrow framework of the
court process. The trial judge is not there to assist
you in presenting your case - you are expected to
know the rules of evidence and procedure and to
present your case to the Court in accordance with
these rules.

A lack of knowledge is no excuse for your failure to
properly present your case and the consequences
can be severe. A poorly conducted trial can lead
to devastating results, which can also include an

Order requiring you to pay costs to your spouse
if the Court finds that your actions prolonged
the court process or claims without merit were
needlessly advanced.

Moreover, second chances are incredibly rare.
Appeals in family law cases are few and far
between and statistically, less than 20% of the
appeals are successful. The time for proper
presentation of your case and evidence is at the
trial stage.

Jaskot Family Law Barristers can provide you
with experienced trial counsel to assist you in
the presentation of your case at trial, ranging
from lead counsel, co-counsel with your existing
lawyer or trial coaching / trial preparation with
you if you wish to proceed to trial on your own.
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SPECIALIZING IN FAMILY LAW
Jaskot Family Law offers exper ienced and
knowledgeable counsel with a well-established
reputat ion in l it igat ing complex Divorce,
Custody and Family law matters. Our legal team
provides litigation, negotiation and collaborative
law services and is regularly involved in mediation
and arbitration matters. Jaskot Family Law regularly
undertakes family law matters within the Hamilton,
Milton, Toronto and Niagara Court jurisdictions. www.jaskotfamilylaw.ca
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